How I Built My Website (And How You Can Too)
Purpose of This FAQ
This document explains how I built a functional, professional website using ChatGPT, DreamHost, and WordPress—without being a web developer.
I’m sharing this as an educator and practitioner to help others learn a repeatable, low-cost approach to website creation. While this example comes from a school board campaign website, the same process applies to any simple informational website, including community groups, nonprofits, personal projects, or small organizations.

Getting Help When You’re Stuck: Using Generative AI as a Support Tool
What should I do if I get stuck or run into a problem?
If you run into an issue, a Generative AI tool—such as ChatGPT or another AI assistant—can be an extremely effective troubleshooting partner.
I personally use the paid version of ChatGPT because it allows image uploads. When something isn’t working, I simply:
1. Take a screenshot of the problem (error message, settings screen, or page layout)
2. Upload the image to the AI tool
3. Ask what the issue is and how to fix it
The AI can interpret what it sees on the screen and walk you through the solution step by step, often in plain language and without technical jargon.
This approach is especially helpful for:
· WordPress settings you don’t recognize
· Hosting or domain configuration questions
· Form or plugin issues
· General “What does this mean?” moments
Think of Generative AI as a patient, on-demand tutor rather than a replacement for learning or judgment. It’s a powerful support tool that can dramatically reduce frustration and help you move forward with confidence.

Who This Guide Is For (and Not For)
Who This Is For
· Anyone running for a nonpartisan position (e.g., school board, library board, local boards)
· Candidates in partisan races who want a simple, affordable site
· Community organizations and nonprofits
· Educators, volunteers, or individuals creating a basic website
· People with little to no technical background
Who This Is Not For
· Large campaigns requiring advanced databases or automation
· Organizations needing custom web applications
· Projects requiring extensive coding or bespoke design
A simple, clear website meets the needs of most users.

Big Picture Questions
Why did you decide to build your own website?
· Full control over content and updates
· Much lower cost than hiring a designer
· No reliance on vendors or consultants
· Easy to update as information changes
What level of technical skill is required?
· Comfortable using a web browser
· Willing to follow step-by-step instructions
· No coding or web development experience required
How long did it take?
· Domain + hosting setup: ~30 minutes
· WordPress installation: ~10 minutes
· Initial site content: 1–2 evenings
· Ongoing updates: minutes at a time

What You Need (With Estimated Costs)
What tools and services did you use?
· A domain name (website address)
· Web hosting
· WordPress (content management system)
· A WordPress theme (template)
· A few optional plugins
· ChatGPT for drafting and refining content
What does it cost?
Typical annual costs:
· Domain name: $10–15/year
· Hosting (DreamHost shared hosting): ~$120/year (often less with promotions)
· WordPress software: Free
· Theme (Polity Lite by Grace Themes): Free
· Plugins used (WPForms Lite, SEO tools): Free
Typical total: approximately $130–150 per year
What did you not pay for?
· Web designer
· Monthly maintenance service
· Custom development or paid plugins

Hosting and Domain Setup
Why did you choose DreamHost?
· Affordable shared hosting
· One-click WordPress installation
· Free SSL security certificates
· Easy domain-based email forwarding
· Widely supported with good documentation
(Other hosting providers can also work—this is not an endorsement.)
Do I need a custom domain?
Yes. A custom domain:
· Improves credibility
· Is easier to share
· Looks more professional
How did you set up email addresses?
· Created addresses like contact@ and donations@
· Set them to forward to Gmail
· No need to manage multiple inboxes

WordPress Basics
Why WordPress?
· Free and open-source
· Widely used and well supported
· Designed for non-technical users
· Easy to update content without breaking the site
What theme did you use?
· Polity Lite by Grace Themes
· Designed for political and civic websites
· Simple, readable, and mobile-friendly
Themes control appearance, not content. You can change them later.

Pages Most Simple Websites Need
Most informational sites benefit from having:
· Home
· About
· Priorities / Mission / Services
· Volunteer / Get Involved (if applicable)
· Donate or Support (if applicable)
· Contact
· Updates / Announcements (optional)
You do not need dozens of pages.

Forms, Donations, and Interaction
How did you create forms?
· Used WPForms Lite
· Created:
· Contact form
· Volunteer sign-up
· Endorsement form
· Submissions are emailed (not stored in a database)
How did you handle donations?
· Linked to PayPal using a button and QR code
· The website does not process payments directly
· This keeps setup simple and secure

Writing Content With ChatGPT
How did ChatGPT help?
· Drafting initial page content
· Refining tone and clarity
· Making language accessible
· Saving significant time
What still required human judgment?
· Final wording
· Accuracy and authenticity
· Alignment with values and goals
· Community context
ChatGPT is a tool, not a decision-maker.

Accessibility and Usability (Often Overlooked)
What accessibility considerations matter?
· Clear headings and simple language
· High contrast text
· Mobile-friendly layout
· Avoiding unnecessary clutter
Simple sites are often more accessible than complex ones.

Maintenance and Updates
How often does the site need maintenance?
· Update WordPress and plugins when prompted
· Add or revise content as needed
· Check links occasionally
Most maintenance takes minutes, not hours.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
· Waiting too long to launch
· Overthinking design instead of clarity
· Paying for features you don’t need
· Trying to make the site “perfect”
· Forgetting that most visitors are on phones
A functional site today is better than a perfect site later.

Legal and Compliance Notes
Does this guide cover campaign finance or legal compliance?
No. Website setup is separate from legal compliance.
If you are running for office:
· Follow state and local election rules
· Consult your local election authority or party
· Ensure donation handling complies with regulations
Can this guide be used for non-election websites?
Yes. The process applies equally to:
· Community organizations
· Nonprofits
· Personal or professional sites
· Educational projects

Final Takeaway
· You do not need to be a web developer
· A simple website is often the most effective
· Low-cost tools can produce professional results
· Focus on clarity, accuracy, and purpose
· You can realistically build this in a weekend
As an educator, my goal is not just to show what I built, but to demonstrate that you can build something similar yourself.

